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protector of private enterprise, but if things went on as they
were going there'd soon be no private enterprise left. Well,
then he shouted at me that he knew best how to finish off
Bolshevism. He didn't need any lessons, and least of all from
the fine gentlemen who boasted that they had backed him
up. Not one of them had known a single thing. They were
all helpless against Marxism; otherwise they'd never have
supported him. He knew very well what was going to
happen to industry., and they, the big bosses, could thank
their Creator that he, Hitler, was looking after them. But no
one cared a rap about his difficulties. Every day his own
people were dinning it into his ears that they wanted to see
a bit of the Socialism he had promised them. If we were
going to be stupid enough to make further trouble for him,
then he'd find himself forced to let his own people have their
way with us. The real revolution had still to come, and it
might break out any moment. Then he couldn't guarantee
anything more. We ought to be grateful to him for giving
us our lives and safety so far. He'd done that up to now.
But he couldn't promise that one day things wouldn't take
their course, as in Russia, which would mean that not only
would they abolish private property but pack off its owners
into the next world as well.95

Thyssen had grown excited. "Now, you see, I couldn't
keep my temper," he continued. "I said to him: *Now, look
here, Herr Hitler, is that aE that comes of your fine promises?
Is that your thanks? Is that how you keep your word? Is
that what we financed you so long for?5 CI never made you
any promises/ the man answered, el*ve nothing to thank you
for. What you did for my movement, you did for your own
benefit, and wrote it off as an insurance premium- You
didn't do it even for Germany!5 **

Thyssen paused, and I thought it best not to speak,'
"What a thing to have to swallow!" he continued. **After
getting imprisoned by the French when t&ey occupied th#
Ruhr. I did all I possibly could do for Gomasy aiad
German industry. And where was this man Hitler
days? He and bis movement sat qtiietly at home,
revolution and scheming to get mto pcswer. Yds,
wJbat they were doing at the irery finic when things were